
AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

REMOTE VIA PHONE USING ZOOM 

JANUARY 5, 2021 ~ 7:00 P.M. 

If you have special needs or circumstances which may make communication or accessibility difficult at the meeting, 

please call (920) 563-7760.  Accommodations will, to the fullest extent possible, be made available on request by a 

person with a disability. 

1. Call meeting to order.

2. Roll call.

3. Approval of minutes of December 15, 2020 regular Council meeting, December 19, 2020

closed session Council meeting, December 21, 2020 closed session Council meeting, and

December 28, 2020 closed session Council meeting.

4. Public Hearings

None.

5. Public Comment

6. Petitions, Requests and Communications

None.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136601381?

pwd=OXJjK1R4d09iSmw5bEtQUUdiM

UZGZz09 

Passcode: 794666 

Dial by Location 

+1 312 626 6799

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136601381?pwd=OXJjK1R4d09iSmw5bEtQUUdiMUZGZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136601381?pwd=OXJjK1R4d09iSmw5bEtQUUdiMUZGZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136601381?pwd=OXJjK1R4d09iSmw5bEtQUUdiMUZGZz09


7. Resolutions and Ordinances

None.

8. Reports of Officers, Boards and Committees

a. Minutes of Police and Fire Commission meeting held December 17, 2020.

Action – Accept and file.

b. Minutes of Ordinance Committee meeting held December 15, 2020.

Action – Accept and file.

c. Minutes of Plan Commission meeting held December 22, 2020.

Action – Accept and file.

d. Report by Interim City Manager.

Action – Present report.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Recommendation from Plan Commission to approve Preliminary Certified Survey

Map creating a one (1) acre residential building site and a 35 acre lot at parcel

#016-0514-2112-001 and 002.

Action – Reject – Approve.

b. Recommendation from Plan Commission to approve request for annex of W6151

Highland Avenue and set ward and zoning.

Action – Reject – Approve.



10. New Business

None.

11. Miscellaneous

a. Grant operator licenses.

Action – Reject – Approve.

b. City, Sewer, Water and Stormwater Utility Financial Statements as of November

30, 2020.

Action – Accept and file.

12. Claims, Appropriations and Contract Payments

a. Verified claims.

Action – Motion to approve list of verified claims presented by the Director of

   Finance and to authorize payment. 

b. Consideration of a motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin

state Stature 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberation or negotiating the purchasing of public

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public

business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session; to

consider purchase of property, and (c) Considering employment, promotion,

compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which

the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.

Consider motion to reconvene into open session to consider action.

Potential Action -- Regarding matters discussed in closed session. 

13. Adjournment



CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

City Council Minutes ~ December 15, 2020 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 

Pres. Becker called the meeting to order via Zoom at 7:00 pm. 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Cm. Housley, Cm. Johnson, Cm. Kotz, Cm. Scherer and Pres. Becker. Also present: City 

Attorney, Interim Manager, City Clerk/Treasurer, City Engineer and Baird Representative.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 1, 2020 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, 

NOVEMBER 24, 2020 CLOSED SESSION COUNCIL MEETING, AND DECEMBER 8, 2020 

CLOSED SESSION COUNCIL MEETING. 

Cm. Housley moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve minutes as presented. Motion carried via 

Zoom.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None.  

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

None 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

a. Minutes of Transportation and Traffic Review Committee meeting held December 3, 2020.

b. Minutes of Airport Committee meeting held December 8, 2020.

c. Building, Plumbing, and Electrical Permit Report for November, 2020.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to accept and file the Reports of Officers, Boards and

Committee. Motion carried via Zoom.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Recommendation from Finance Committee to approve changes to Employee Handbook.

Clerk Ebbert reviewed the new format following review by MRA. Several additions were added to

reflect current employee benefits and new working operations including remote work and emergency

closings.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve the recommendation from Finance 

Committee to approve changes to Employee Handbook effective January 1, 2021. Motion carried via 

Zoom. 

Item 3



b. Recommendation from Airport Committee to approve request for transfer of Block Grant

funds to Wisconsin Bureau of Aeronautics.

Engineer Selle provided the opportunity to transfer unused funds to other airports from previous

years. Grant funds are still available to maintain and enhance the airport.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to recommendation from Airport Committee to approve 

request for transfer of Block Grant funds to Wisconsin Bureau of Aeronautics. Motion carried via 

Zoom.  

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Review and approve request to consult with Baird on refinancing of State Trust Fund Loan in

2021.

Clerk Ebbert discussed the 2016 taxable debt of the STFL at 3.75% at a 20-year note. Justin Fischer

was available to discuss the potential refinancing. The estimated interest rate is 2.10% with a

potential savings of $118,000.

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve the request to consult with Baird on 

refinancing State Trust Fund Loan in 2021. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

b. Review and approve Contract with Brown Cab Service/Running, Inc. for Shared Ride Taxi

Program.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve contract with Brown Can Service/Running

Inc for Shared Ride Taxi Program. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.

c. Review and approve submission of 2021 Shared Ride Taxi Program grant application.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to approve submission of 2021 Shared Ride Taxi

Program grant application. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.

MISCELLANEOUS 

a. Disallowance of claim for sewer backup.

Clerk Ebbert presented the backup that occurred on October 16th. The property owner filed a Notice

of Claim on November 30th. EMC Insurance reviewed the claim and recommended the Council

disallow the claim.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to disallow the claim for sewer backup for 1137 Peterson 

Street. Motion carried via Zoom.  

b. Grant operator licenses.

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve the granting of operator licenses. Motion

carried via Zoom.

CLAIMS, APPROPRIATIONS AND CONTRACT PAYMENTS 

a. Verified claims.

Cm. Johnson moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to approve list of verified claims presented by the

Director of Finance and to authorize payment. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.



b. Consideration of a motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin state Stature

19.85 (1) (e) Deliberation or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public

funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons

require a closed session; to consider purchase of property, and (g) Conferring with legal counsel for

the governmental body who is rending oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by

the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved; regarding

Koshkonong estates AILA matter.

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Kotz to move into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin state 

Stature 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberation or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of 

public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining 

reasons require a closed session; to consider purchase of property, and (g) Conferring with legal 

counsel for the governmental body who is rending oral or written advice concerning strategy to be 

adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved; regarding 

Koshkonong estates AILA matter. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to reconvene into open session. Motion carried 

unanimously via Zoom.  

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to authorize Interim Manager to sign the offer to 

purchase property at 115 Lorman and 600 Oak Street in the amount of $182,000. Motion carried 

unanimously via Zoom.  

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to authorize $1,000 mediation fee with Koshkonong 

Estates AILA Partnership within 60 days. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.   

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Michelle Ebbert 

City Clerk/Treasurer 



City of Fort Atkinson 

Special City Council Meeting – December 19, 2020 

City Council Chambers 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Pres. Becker called the meeting to order at 8:02 am 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Cm. Scherer, Cm Kotz, Cm. Housley, Bruce Johnson and Pres. 

Becker. Also present, Interim City Manager Berner and CM search consultant 

Kevin Brunner of Public Administration Associates (PAA) 

Consideration of a motion to convene into closed session 

Motion by Cm.Kotz, seconded by Cm. Scherer, to convene into closed session 

pursuant to Wisconsin State Stature 19.85(1) (c) considering employment, 

promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility to interview finalist candidates for the City Manager position. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjournment 

Motion by Cm. Housley, seconded by Cm. Scherer to adjourn. Motion carried 

unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:10 pm. 

Respectively submitted, 

Dave Berner 

Interim City Manager 



CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

City Council Minutes ~ December 21, 2020 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 

Pres. Becker called the meeting to order at 10:00 am via Zoom. 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Cm. Housley, Cm. Johnson, Cm. Kotz, Cm. Scherer and Pres. 

Becker.  Also present: Interim Manager, PAA, City Attorney and City 

Clerk/Treasurer.  

CONSIDERATION OF A MOTION TO CONVENE INTO CLOSED 

SESSION PURSUANT TO WISCONSIN STATE STATUTE 19.85(1)(C) 

CONSIDERING EMPLOYMENT, PROMOTION, COMPENSATION OR 

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION DATA OF ANY PUBLIC EMPLOYEE 

OVER WHICH THE GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAS JURISDICTION OR 

EXERCISES RESPONSIBILITY. RE: TO INTERVIEW SEMI-FINALIST 

CANDIDATES FOR THE POSITION OF CITY MANAGER. 

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to move into closed session 

pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, 

promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility. re: to interview semi-finalist candidates for the position of city 

manager. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 

11:52 am.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Ebbert 

City Clerk/Treasurer 



City of Fort Atkinson 

Special City Council Meeting – Monday December 28, 2020 

Via Zoom 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Pres. Becker called the meeting to order at 10:10 am 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Cm. Scherer, Cm Kotz, Cm. Housley, Bruce Johnson and Pres. 

Becker. Also present, Interim City Manager Berner, City Attorney David 

Westrick, and CM search consultant Kevin Brunner of Public Administration 

Associates (PAA) 

Consideration of a motion to convene into closed session 

Motion by Cm. Scherer, second by Cm. Johnson to convene into closed session 

pursuant to Wisconsin State Stature 19.85(1) (c) considering employment, 

promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility: Reference – City Manager position. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion to reconvene into open session to consider action regarding matters 

discussed in closed session.  

Motion by Cm. Scherer, second by Cm. Johnson to convene to open session. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Cm. Scherer, second by Cm. Housley to approve the employment 

agreement negotiated and presented by Kevin Brunner of Public Administration 

Associates (PAA), and approved as to form by City Attorney Westwick; thereby 

appoint Rebecca Houseman LeMire to the position of City Manager effective 

February 22nd, 2021. Motion carried unanimously.  

Adjournment 

Motion by Cm. Kotz, seconded by Cm. Scherer to adjourn. Motion carried 

unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 10:30am. 

Respectively submitted, 

Dave Berner 

Interim City Manager 



POLICE & FIRE COMMISSION MINUTES 

CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Remote via Phone Using Zoom 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Frame at 4:15 p.m. 

Members present: Frame, Jones, and Turk 

Members absent: Hartwick, Schultz 

Others present: Fire Chief Rausch and Liz Idzikowski 

1. Approval of Minutes: On a Turk/Jones motion, the Minutes of the July 2, 2020

meeting were unanimously approved by a voice vote.

2. Approve hiring of paid-on-call members for Fire Department.

Chief Rausch requested that Craig Bulow, Scott Pokornowski, Don Knaack, Don

Cavanna, and Stephen Metz be appointed as paid-on-call members of the Fire

Department effective January 4, 2021 contingent upon successfully completing a

background investigation and drug screen.

On a Turk/Jones motion, the appointment of Craig Bulow, Scott Pokornowski, Don

Knaack, Don Cavanna, and Stephen Metz was approved. The motion passed unanimously

on a voice vote.

On a Jones/Turk motion, the resignation of firefighter Mark Sherman was approved. The 

motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.  

3. Adjournment:

On a Jones/Turk motion, the Commission adjourned at 4:25 p.m. The motion passed

unanimously on a voice vote.

Respectfully submitted, 

Liz Idzikowski, Secretary 

Item 8a
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

Ordinance Committee ~ December 15, 2020 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 

Pres. Becker called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm via Zoom. 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Cm. Housley, Cm. Scherer and Pres. Becker. Also present: City Clerk/Treasurer. 

REVIEW ANNEXATION ORDINANCE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT W6151 

HIGHLAND AVENUE – UNANIMOUS APPROVAL ANNEXATION. 

Clerk Ebbert reviewed the request submitted by the property owner. The DOA reviewed and 

confirmed this request is in the Public Interest. The next step is to recommend an Annexation 

Ordinance.  Following final review and approval of the Ordinance, copies of the final 

documentation will be sent to the DOA, Utility Companies, Register of Deeds and the School 

District.  The new address will be 201 Highland Avenue. A new ward will be created as the 

parcel has different representatives from the Township.  

Cm. Housley moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to recommend to the Plan Commission and City 

Council approval of the Annexation Ordinance for property located at W6151 Highland Avenue 

based upon a Unanimous Annexation Request.  Motion carried via Zoom.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Housley moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to adjourn. Adjourned at 6:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Ebbert 

City Clerk/Treasurer 

Item 8b
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CALL TO ORDER. 

Interim Manager Berner called the Plan Commission meeting to order at 4:00 pm via Zoom. 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Commissioners Highfield, Lescohier, Schultz, Councilman Johnson, Interim Manager 

Berner and Engineer Selle. Also present: City Attorney and City Clerk/Treasurer.  

Absence: Cm. Kessenich. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 24, 2020 PLAN COMMISSION MEETING. 

Cm. Highfield moved, seconded by Cm. Schultz to approve the minutes of the November 24, 

2020 Plan Commission meeting.  Motion carried via Zoom.   

REVIEW AND APPROVE PRELIMINARY CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP CREATING A ONE 

(1) ACRE RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITE AND A 35 ACRE LOT AT PARCEL #016-0514-

2112-001 AND 002. 

Engineer Selle presented the preliminary CSM for review. This is a request for a certified survey 

map to create a 1 acre (net) A-3 residential building site and a 35 acre A-1 lot which will be sold 

with the A-3 lot. A new drive is to be constructed on the 35 acre lot if the two are not sold 

together. Departments reviewed with no comments or concerns.  

Cm. Lescohier moved, seconded by Cm. Schultz to approve Preliminary Certified Survey Map 

creating a one (1) acre residential building site and a 35 acre lot at parcel #016-0514-2112-001 

and 002. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE REQUEST FOR ANNEX OF W6151 HIGHLAND AVENUE AND 

SET WARD AND ZONING. 

Clerk Ebbert reviewed the request submitted by the property owner. This property was purchased 

by Mr. Hornickel and had a failing septic system. The appropriate documents were submitted to 

the Department of Administration and upon review, was said to be in the public interest. The city 

does not have a municipal agreement with the Town of Koshkonong so the city will pay annually 

an amount equal to the amount of property taxes that the town levied on the parcel in the tax year 

of annexation.  

Cm. Lescohier moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve request for annex of W6151 

Highland Avenue and set ward and zoning. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Johnson moved, seconded by Cm. Highfield to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Michelle Ebbert 

City Clerk/Treasurer 

CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

Plan Commission ~ December 22, 2020 

1,029th Meeting 

Item 8c
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538    Date:  December 18, 2020 

TO: Plan Commission   

FROM:     City Staff - Andy Selle, P.E. 

SUBJECT:   Poeppel Road – Poeppel Property - Extraterritorial Review – CSM 

Background: 

This is a request for a certified survey map to create a 1 acre (net) A-3 residential 
building site and a 35 acre A-1 lot which will be sold with the A-3 lot. A new drive is 
to be constructed on the 35 acre lot if the two are not sold together. 

 Figure 1: Property location in relation to the City of Fort Atkinson 
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City Department Reviews: 

City departments have reviewed the submittal without comments. 

Figure 3: Proposed Two (2) Lot Certified Survey Map. 
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Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the request. 

Attachments:   Original Submittal 
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538  Date:  December 30, 2020 

TO:  City Council  

FROM: Michelle Ebbert City Clerk/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Granting Operator Licenses  

Background: 
The following are applicants for operator licenses.  The applications have been 
reviewed and approved for accuracy by the Police Department. The following 

licenses are recommended for approval by the City Council. 

Discussion: 
REGULAR FOR THE TERM OF 2020-2022: 

1. Tonia Grossman Soup’s On 

2. Sarah Marsh Bridge 
3. Hannah Mayer Mangiami Italiano 
4. Rachel Mayer Mangiami Italiano 

5. Vicki Stephan Bridge 

Financial Analysis: 

None.  

Staff Recommendation: 
To recommend the approval of operator licenses for the above noted applicants upon 

completion of successful background checks.  

Item 11a
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Date: December 31, 2020 

TO:  City Council  

FROM:  Dave Berner, Interim City Manager 

SUBJECT:  Closed session – January 5, 2021 

COPY: David Westwick-City Attorney, Michelle Ebbert-City 

Clerk/Treasurer/Finance Director, Andy Selle-City Engineer 

There are three items for the closed session: 

First, to review and discuss a DRAFT offer to purchase agreement, with 2L Loab LLC for the 

purchase of property located at 205 Hake Street (former scrap metal facility). Said offer is contingent 

upon approval from the WI Department of Administration CDBG-Close program and is presented to 

you as an amendment to the previous offer to purchase approved by Council and has now been 

executed.  Please see attached memo from City Attorney Westrick. City Engineer Andy Selle will also 

attend to offer comment and answer any questions.  

Second, brief report by CP Becker regarding the background report of Rebecca Houseman LeMire 

Third, to discuss a concern I have regarding a personnel matter. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions before the meeting.  

Item 12b
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